
 
 

ITRC National Steering and Advisory Committee Members 
(As of 1-6-2023) 

 

• Beth Haase, Chair, Climate Committee, American Psychiatric Association, and Craig Obey, 
Chief of Government Relations. 

 

• Scott Barstow, Senior Director of Congressional Affairs, Corbin Evans, Senior Director of 
Congressional Affairs, Dennis Stolle, Senior Director, Office of Applied Psychology, American 
Psychological Association. 

 

• Sarah Butts, Director of Public Policy, National Association of Social Workers.  
 

• Cara Cook, Director or Programs, Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments, and Jessica 
Mengistab, Program Manager, Climate and Clean Energy Advocacy. 

 

• Katherine Catalano, Deputy Director, Center for Climate, Health and Equity, American Public 
Health Association.  

 

• Kristie Trousdale, Deputy Director, Children’s Environmental Health Network. 
 

• Jesse Kohler, Executive Director, Campaign for Trauma Informed Policy and Practice, and 
Jen Curt, Director of Government Affairs. 

 

• Mebane Boyd, Resilient Communities Officer, North Carolina SmartStart Program. 
 

• Lise Van Susteren, Psychiatrist, Clinical Associate Professor, George Washington University 
School of Medicine and Health Sciences, and member of the Climate Psychiatry Alliance. 

 

• Elaine Miller-Karas, Co-Founder and Director of Innovation, Trauma Resource Institute. 
 

• Ruben Cantu, Associate Program Director for Community Trauma, Mental Health, and 
Violence Prevention, Prevention Institute. 
 

• Rev. Paul Abernathy, CEO of the Neighborhood Resilience Project in Pittsburg, PA. 
 

• David Shern, Senior Associate, Department of Mental Health at Johns Hopkins University, 
and Advisor, National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors. 

 

• Rebeckah Turner, Director of Community Engagement, Community Resilience Initiative. 
 

• Howard Kurtzman, former Director for Science at the American Psychological Association.  
 

• Mandy Davis, Director, Trauma-Informed Oregon. 
 

• Robin Saenger, Founding Director Peace4Tarpon, Tarpon Springs, Florida. 
 

• Ken Thompson, Psychiatrist and Co-Founder and Principle, Visible Hands Collaborative. 
 

• Rev. Vernon Walker, Program Director, Communities Responding to Extreme Weather (CREW) 
 

• Steven Hoskinson, Founder and COO of Organic Intelligence. 
 

• David Pollack, Professor Emeritus for Public Policy, Oregon Health and Science University 
 



Advisory Committee 
 

• Anna Lynn, Mental Health Promotion Coordinator at the Minnesota Department of Health. 
• Deborah Golding, Health Equity Zone Program Administrator, Rhode Island Department of 

Health. 
• Carrisa Caban-Aleman, Herbert Wertheim College Of Medicine, Florida, and member of the 

Climate Psychiatry Alliance.  
• Sandra Bloom, Associate Professor, Health Management and Policy at the Dornsife School 

of Public Health, Drexel University, Founder of Creating Presence, and Co-Founder of the 
Sanctuary Model. 

• Kristie Slette, Executive Director,  Whatcom Family and Community Network, Washington.  
• Patricia Foxen, former Deputy Director, Research at UnidosUS  

 


